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GENER 
SUPREIE CO:2’A} QUA 
WTRRNATIONAL MII Poin tae ALLIED POWERS 
NTPRNATIONAL MILITASY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST 


APO 500, Tokyo 
March 15, 1946 


General Douglas ‘.acArthur 
Sypreme Commander for the Allied Powers 
Tokyo, Japan 


Dear General MacArthur: 


‘rp, ©. Ohta of the Central Liaison office, Imperial 
Japanese Governient, acting in rehalf of Japanese suspects 
who expect to be indicted and tried as major war criminals 
appeered at a conference of the Judges of the International 
Military Tribunal for the Yar East now in Tokyo to present 
certain requests for the services of British and fmerican 


lewyers to be associated with Japenese counsel for the de- 
fendants in the forthcoming triels, 


The suggestion of ‘Ir, Ohta thet the services of 
American or British lawyers, in association with the Jepanese 
lawyers representing the defendants will be necessrry to an 
edequate defense and a fair and impertial trial of those 
accused is in accord with the views of the merbers of the 
"ribunal that all re: sonable facilities be made available 
to defendants for their adequete defense and a fair trial. 

We consider the request for American and British lawyers 
as a reasonable one that should be granted. 


The splendid record of American lawyers who have served 
in various capacities in previous trials of war criminals and 
the practical eifficulties presented in securing British 
lawyers lead us to the conelusion that the appointment of 
lawyers from the United States will substantially satisfy 
the reauest for Anglo-Saxon counsel and the reasons urged 
in support thereof. 


The Judges therefore suggest thet American counsel be 
made available in Tokyo to meet the need for supplementing 
the Japonese Counsel for the accvsed by Anglo-Saxon counsel 
end thet 4t is desirable these Counsel arrive in Tokyo rt 
the earliest possible date to avoid undue delay. I, therefore, 
request that as soon as possible you set in motion the 
machinery necessary to gather together lawyers of suitable 
experience and qualifications who may be provided to Japrnese 
defendants. An appropri te number should be eh pe to 
furnish at least one Americen lawyer for eech defendant to 
be tried, 


Yours sincerely, 
N 


Acting President 
ur, Justice E. H. Northcroft 


CERTIFIED TRUE COPY 


/s/ Roland J S 

: J. Schvart 
ROLAND J, SCHYART? 
Captain, TC 
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rT: lr. CIP ANATe: 
Gis HM ADL UA} TERS 
/ z Shs ; Very 
a JPRE J w A rt m R HI E 
SUP: SOR THE ALLIED POWERS 


19 Verch 1946 


tr, Justice F. H. Northeroft 


Acting President = =» 
Internetional iilitary Tribunal for tho Fap Fest 


Deer lr. Justice Northcroft: 

The suggestion of |, Ohta that British and American 
lawyers be assucle AS ue al to rafera major 
Japanese War Cir2MsNG-5 Cuareed Safore the T 

"ilitary Tribune. for cho Tar Fast, has my f 


Yt pH i 4- a: l 


tnisiparlLve andr teary ennnrnet, I 
The AURLELE LEP pone Sea _|' portation problem will be 
much simpliiicc by Ovtal"uing personne’) fur this pur ose 


: 
to avoid aelay, on | 


from the Unitea ~taies. 'o Unat end e 
re | ’ ; S$ Devartinent 


February 21, 1946 
in Weshington was re yucsue selee 
civilian personnel 2ioteven tu twenty : 
experience and quaiisi.cetions to act as Dern — 
might be drawn sy se.ectton or by Court anwintment counsel 
for defendants cnsrged Un <7ch 7, 1946, the Judge Advocate 
General's Departrené advised thet arrargononts were being 

made to send firtesn cefense attorneys, principally civilians, 
sufficient military personnel not being availrble. iy 


Todey a requisition hes gene to the IJvdge ‘dvocate 
General in Washirngtcoi to sncrease from fifteen to tventy- 
five the nurber cf lswyers to be sent, taney to he cf suite 
able experience and quelifications to assure the Jap*nese 
defendants proper veprersintetion and adequete leferse, 
Appropriate travel priority w1il be nroviied to insure the 
presence of these attorneys in Tokyo at une € 
moment, 


Y 


aPiicst possible 


sjnetrely yours, 


tiggod) Dovelss MacArthur 
= . oF VY LTR 


CERTIFIED TRUE COpY 


| /s/ Roland J. Schwartz 
ROLAND J. SCH ARTZ 
Captain, TC 
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